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Thank you for joining today’s webinar! We will begin soon.  

WELCOME TO THE WEBINAR 



¡  Review Washington’s legislative process. 
 
¡  Discuss how our budget and policy proposals advance through 

the state legislative process. 
 
¡  Understand why we take action when we do. 
 
¡  Learn how to take advantage of the tools available on the 

state legislature’s website.  

LEARNING GOALS 



¡  Washington’s legislature is  
comprised of the state Senate 
and the House of Representatives 

¡  49 state legislat ive distr icts 
 
¡  Each distr ict  has 1 state senator 

and 2 state representatives 
 
¡  The legislature convenes in 

Olympia on the second Monday of 
January and is in session for 105 
days during odd years (2017) and 
60 days during even years (2018) 

¡  The period between legislat ive 
sessions is cal led the “ interim” 

OVERVIEW OF THE LEGISLATURE  



HOW TO FIND YOUR REPRESENTATIVE 

District Finder Webpage: http://app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder/ 
 



MEET YOUR LAWMAKER!  

Roster of State Legislators: http://app.leg.wa.gov/Rosters/Members 
 



HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW 



2017 LEGISLATIVE SESSION  
CUTOFF CALENDAR 

Download Cutoff Calendar Here: http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Documents/2017CutoffCalendar.pdf 
 



¡ Only a state Senator 
or Representative can 
introduce a bill  

 
¡ A legislative proposal 

becomes an official 
bill when it is dropped 
into the bill hopper 

¡ View bill intros:  
http://app.leg.wa.gov/bill info/ 
 

 

STEP 1: LEGISLATOR INTRODUCES A BILL  

Rep. June Robinson dropping HB 1514 



HOW TO READ A BILL PAGE 



¡  Bill Information Legislative Website 
 http://apps. leg.wa.gov/bi l l info/ 

 
¡  Create a Bill Tracking Account  
http://app.leg.wa.gov/DLR/user/register.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdlr
%2fbi l l tracking%2fdefault .aspx 
 

¡  Legislative Cut Off Calendar 
http://leg.wa.gov/legislature/Documents/2017Cutof fCalendar.pdf 
 

¡  Guide to Reading a Bill 
http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/Guide%20to
%20Reading%20a%20Bil l .pdf 
 

¡  How a Bill Becomes a Law 
http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/EducationAndInformation/How%20a
%20Bil l%20Becomes%20Law%20Long%20Version.pdf 
 
 
 

BILL RESOURCES 



¡ Public Hearing 
 
¡ Executive Session 

¡ Committee Info: 
http :// leg.wa.gov/legis lature/Pages/
CommitteeList ing .aspx  

 
¡ Sign Up for Committee 

Email Updates: 
https ://publ ic .govdel iver y.com/
accounts/WALEG/subscr iber/new 
 
 
 
  

STEP 2: POLICY COMMITTEE  



POLICY COMMITTEE CUTOFF 2.17.17 



Help move the following two priority housing bills out of their policy 
committees by sending a message to your lawmakers using the 

action alert links below: 
 
HB 1570: The Washington Housing Opportunities Act 
http ://org .salsalabs.com/o/2685/p/dia/act ion3/common/publ ic/?act ion_KEY=20942 

 
SB 5407 and HB 1633: Outlawing Source of Income Discrimination  
http ://org .salsalabs.com/o/2685/p/dia/act ion3/common/publ ic/?act ion_KEY=21013 
 

TAKE ACTION NOW!  



¡  Bills are referred to a fiscal 
committee if they have a 
“fiscal note,” or an impact 
on the state budget 

 
¡  Senate Fiscal Committee: 

§  Ways and Means Committee 

¡  House Fiscal Committees: 
§  Appropriations Committee 
§  Finance Committee 
§  Capital Budget Committee 

STEP 3: FISCAL COMMITTEE 



FISCAL COMMITTEE CUTOFF 2.24.17 



¡ The Rules Committee 
controls the flow of 
bills to the House and 
Senate floor  

¡ The Rules Committee 
does not have public 
hearings, but the 
public can attend 
committee meetings 

STEP 4: RULES COMMITTEE 

Senate Rules Room  



STEP 5: HOUSE OR SENATE FLOOR VOTE 

House of Representatives Floor Calendar: https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/House/Calendar 
Senate Floor Calendar: https://app.leg.wa.gov/far/Senate/Calendar 

 



HOUSE OF ORIGIN CUTOFF: 3.8.17 



¡ Once passed off the 
House or Senate floor, 
a bill is referred to the 
“opposite house” 

 
¡ The bill must go 

through the same 
process again in 
either the House (if 
it’s a Senate bill) or 
the Senate (if it’s a 
House Bill) 

STEP 6: REPEAT PROCESS  
IN OPPOSITE HOUSE 



OPPOSITE HOUSE CUTOFFS 



STEP 7: BILL SIGNED BY GOVERNOR  



¡  Washington State has Three Budgets: 
§  Operating Budget – includes funding for services (rental assistance) 
§  Capital Budget – includes funding for infrastructure (affordable housing)  
§  Transportation Budget – includes funding for transportation projects 

¡  The state’s budget is on a two year, biennial cycle 
§  New budgets are developed during odd years (2017) 
§  Supplemental budgets are developed during even years (2018) 

¡  The Governor, House of Representatives, and Senate each proposes 
their own budgets.  

 
¡  Each budget goes through the legislative process. A final, 

compromise budget must be passed by the House of Representatives, 
Senate, and signed into law by the Governor. 

WASHINGTON STATE BUDGET PROCESS 

Budget Information is Available Here: http://leap.leg.wa.gov/index.html 
 



Toll-Free Legislative Hotline 1-800-562-6000  
TTY for Hearing Impaired 1-800-635-9993 

 
¡  Cal lers  to the hot l ine can leave a br ief  message for  their  distr ict  legis lators ,  the 

Governor,  or  Lt .  Governor on issues of  concern or  on quest ions they may have about 
bi l ls  or  laws.  These messages are forwarded electronical ly  to the appropriate 
indiv iduals .  When leaving a message with the hot l ine,  please be prepared to give 
your name and street  address.  For non-Engl ish speaking cal lers  interpreter  serv ices 
are of fered for  many languages.    

 
¡  The hot l ine staf f  wi l l  a lso ful f i l l  requests for  bi l ls  and other legis lat ive documents 

and can answer quest ions about meeting t imes and places,  pending legis lat ion and 
the legis lat ive process.  

       
¡  During the Legis lat ive session,  the Hot l ine is  open from 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Monday through Fr iday.      
 
¡  When the Legis lature is  not  in session the Hot l ine is  open from 8:00 a.m. to Noon 

and from 1:00 p.m. to 4:30  p.m. Monday through Fr iday 

TAKE ACTION THROUGHOUT THE 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION! 

Legislative Information Center: http://leg.wa.gov/lic/Pages/default.aspx 
 



 
 
 

Email Kate Baber at kateb@wliha.org 

QUESTIONS? 


