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Host Home Programs

Why are they 
needed?

How does it work?
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A host home program, and host home, operated by a tax exempt
organization for youth not in the care of or receiving services from
the department, if that program: (i) Recruits and screens potential
homes in the program, including performing background checks on
individuals over the age of eighteen residing in the home through the
Washington state patrol or equivalent law enforcement agency and 
performing physical inspections of the home; (ii) screens and
provides case management services to youth in the program; (iii)
obtains a notarized permission slip or limited power of attorney from
the parent or legal guardian of the youth authorizing the youth to
participate in the program and the authorization is updated every six
months when a youth remains in a host home longer than six months;
(iv) obtains insurance for the program through an insurance provider 
authorized under Title 48 RCW; (v) provides mandatory reporter and
confidentiality training; and (vi) registers with the secretary of
state as provided in section 3 of this act.
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A host home is a private home that volunteers to host youth in need of 
temporary placement that is associated with a host home program. 
Any host home program that receives local, state, or government 
funding shall report the following information to the office of homeless 
youth prevention and protection programs annually by December 1st 
of each year:  The number of children the program served, why the 
child was placed with a host home, and where the child went after 
leaving the host home, including but not limited to returning to the 
parents, running away, reaching the age of majority, or becoming a 
dependent of the state. A host home program shall not receive more 
than one hundred thousand dollars per year of public funding, 
including local, state, and federal funding. A host home shall not 
receive any local, state, or government funding.
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Local Partners

n Funders

n Service Organizations

n Churches and Faith Based Groups

n Hospitals, Law Enforcement, etc.

n Drop-in Centers
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Liability 

Challenges / Lessons 
Learned
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Positive Outcomes


