Washington state is for background checks

Background check system created
In 1993 Congress passed the Brady Handgun Violence
Prevention Act, requiring all federally licensed firearm
dealers to perform a background check on every
firearm purchaser.

Guns kill more Washingtonians than wars
More Washingtonians were killed by gunfire from 2001 through 2010
than all Americans who have died fighting in the Irag and Afghanistan
wars combined.
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The problem?

Only federally licensed gun dealers are required to perform background checks. So-called “private sellers”—people who only sell guns
occasionally—don’t have to conduct checks under current law.
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This “private sale loophole” allows gun purchasers
to buy weapons without a background check from:
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background check.
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The solution?

Universal background checks. Private sellers and buyers
should be required to visit a Washington state gun
dealer to conduct a background check and process a
gun sale.

Getting a background check is easy because there are
over a thousand gun dealers all across Washington
State. In fact, there are about as many gun dealers as
the number of U.S. Post Offices and Starbucks in the
state combined. An astounding 98 percent of
Washingtonians live within 10 miles of a federally
licensed gun dealer.
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Sources: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Fatal Injury Data,” available at http://www.cdc.gov/injury/wisqars
/fatal.html (last accessed July 2013). War casualties statistic from U.S. Department of Defense of those killed in action,
available at http://www.defense.gov/NEWS/casualty.pdf) (Through July 19, 2013); Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. Uses the most recent data available, for the year 2010; Mayors Against lllegal Guns, “How Many gun Dealers
Are There in Your State?” http://www.demandaction.org/dealers (last accessed July 2013); Starbucks Investor Relations,
“Supplemental Financial Data,” updated September 2012, http://investor.starbucks.com/phoenix.zhtml?
¢=99518&p=irol-financialhighlights (Last accessed July 2013); United State Postal Service, “Postmaster Finder,”
http://webpmt.usps.gov/pmt010.cfm. (Last accessed July 2013); “The Elway Poll,” February 28-March 3, 2013.
http://www.seattlemet.com/data/files/2013/3/attachment/71/Elway_Poll_030513_Guns.pdf.



